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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Community Outreach and Opportunity Programs (CO-OP)
“Connecting Communities, Changing Lives”
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Contacts:


Sharma Henderson





Michele Jackson

CO-OP Upward Bound




Change for College Coordinator
shenderson@co-opla.org 




mjackson@co-opla.org 

local organization helps at-risk youth attend college
Support CO-OP’s Efforts by participating in the “Change for College Campaign” beginning January 1st through March 3rd.

Los Angeles, Calif., January 5, 2008 – The Community Outreach and Opportunity Programs (CO-OP) is a community-based non-profit providing services to families and youth in various locations throughout Los Angeles County.  CO-OP operates two Upward Bound Programs serving Westchester and YOU Alternative High Schools since fall of 2003 and Inglewood and Morningside High Schools since fall of 2007.
Upward Bound is a federally-funded educational opportunity program that provides low-income and first-generation-to-college youth with college preparation services beginning in the 9th grade and extending through high school graduation.  Services include After-School Tutoring, Saturday Workshops, and a Summer Residential Academy.  In addition, CO-OP provides tracking and retention services to all of its Upward Bound graduates through additional funding.  CO-OP Upward Bound has a 100% high school graduation and college admissions rate and a 98% college retention rate.
The Change for College Campaign runs from January 1st through March 3rd to coincide with the financial aid filing period for California residents.  Supporters are asked to join our college access efforts by donating their spare change at our main office or any business with a Change for College Jar (contact us for locations).  Use your spare change to change a life!
All of our graduates will need financial assistance to attend college.  Although they qualify for financial aid, many of them will need additional support to cover costs prior to enrollment such as purchasing books and supplies, and to cover the costs of attendance where financial aid falls short.  These funds will be used to provide each graduate with the vital support services and financial assistance they need to succeed in college.  A small donation can make a big difference.  Please contact our office for more information about the Upward Bound Program and how you can help at www.co-opla.org or 310-649-1016.
